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11:00 – 11.15  Welcoming words

 Tim Marshall, The New School Provost

 Leena-Maija Rossi / FCINY

11.15 – 11.30  Opening remarks, Kirsi Saarikangas

11.30 – 12.30 Timon McPhearson & Jari Niemelä

12:30 – 1:30  Lunch

1:30 – 2:00  Susanna Lehvävirta

2:00 – 2:30  Nicola Twilley & Zackery Denfield

2:30 – 3:00 Gena Wirth

3:00 – 3:30 Coffee / tea

3:30 – 4:00 Tuula Närhinen & Hanna Johansson

4:00 – 4:30  Mary Miss

4:30 – 5:00  Closing remarks by Rick Bell 



KIRSI SAARIKANGAS: 
OPENING REMARKS

In her opening, Kirsi Saarikangas  
discusses the roles of environment 
and urban nature in modern and 
contemporary town planning and 
urban space and their significance in 
livable urban spaces. Kirsi Saarikan-
gas is professor of Art history at the 
University of Helsinki and director of 
the research project “Nature in Arts, 
Culture, and History”.

CENTER FOR 
GENOMIC 
GASTRONOMY 
AND EDIBLE 
GEOGRAPHY: AN 
INTRODUCTION 
TO AEROIR

What does smog 
taste like and how 
does smog affect 
our taste? In their 
presentation, Nicola 
Twilley (Edible Ge-
ography) and Zack 
Denfeld (Center for 
Genomic Gastrono-
my + CoClimate) will 
introduce to a hither-
to overlooked aspect 
of urban nature: the 
unique flavor pal-
ate of air pollution. 
Smog meringues will 
be available to taste 
during the program 
break. 

 TUULA NÄRHINEN IN
DISCUSSION WITH HANNA 
JOHANSSON: PLASTIC MERMAID 
OF THE BALTIC SEA. PRESENTING 
SEASIDE HELSINKI WITH 
A GRAIN OF SALT.

Artist Tuula Närhinen’s Plastic Ocean  
project sets out to explore the complexity 
and controversial nature of the environ-
mental threats caused by plastic waste. 
The Plastic Ocean raises a series of ques-
tions on issues such as marine pollution, 
ecology or what is conventionally thought 
of as beautiful or natural. PhD Hanna 
Johansson works as Praxis professor of 
exhibition studies at the University of  
Arts Helsinki and as an adjunct professor 
of the Department of Philosophy,  
History, Culture and Art Studies at the 
University of Helsinki.

TIMON 
MCPHEARSON:  
ECOLOGY OF AND FOR 
THE CITY: INVESTING 
IN URBAN NATURE FOR 
RESILIENCE, SOCIAL 
EQUITY, AND LIVABILITY

Urban nature represents  
a critical opportunity for building 
resilience to climate change and 
other challenges while advancing 
goals to make cities more livable 
and socially equitable.  The “ecol-
ogy of cities” perspective advanc-
es interdisciplinary approaches 
for dealing with the inherent 
complexity of urban systems to 
bring together diverse domains 
of knowledge and expertise for 
advancing urban sustainability 
and resilience goals. Dr. Timon 
McPhearson is the Assistant 
Professor of Urban 
Ecology at The New 
School’s Environmental 
                Studies program.

GENA WIRTH: 
APPROACHING  
URBAN NATURE

Gena Wirth is the Design 
Principal at SCAPE. Trained 
in landscape architecture, 
urban planning, and horticul-
ture, Wirth draws from her 
interdisciplinary training to 
create ecologically rich and 
culturally relevant landscapes 
from the infrastructural scale 
to the site level. Gena Wirth 
was the Project Manager for 
SCAPE’s involvement in SIRR, 
studying large-scale harbor-
wide strategies for coastal 
protection measures that will 
be utilized in preparation for 
the next Superstorm. 

RICK BELL: CLOSING REMARKS 

Rick Bell serves as Executive Director  
of Design and Construction Excellence  
at the City of New York’s Department  
of Design and Construction (DDC), 
where he helps to integrate the perspec-
tives of social equity, adaptive resiliency, 
environmental sustainability, and design 
for healthy living into the agency’s port-
folio of projects. Previously, Bell was  
Executive Director of AIA New York, 
where he was instrumental in the  
creation of the storefront Center for 
Architecture on LaGuardia Place in 
Greenwich Village. 

MARY MISS:  
MARY MISS –  
ARTIST AND 
FOUNDER OF 
CITY AS LIVING 
LABORATORY 

Mary Miss/ City as Living 
Laboratory (MM/CaLL)  
is a national initiative 
spearheaded by Mary 
Miss to establish a 
platform for artists, 
working in collaboration 
with scientists, urban 
planners, policy makers, 
and the public to make 
sustainability tangible 
through the arts. CaLL 
asks: by what means can 
we foster roles for artists 
and designers to shape 
and bring attention to the 
pressing environmental 
issues of our time. 

JARI NIEMELÄ:  
ECOLOGY AND  
CULTURE IN CITIES 

Cities are homes for both  
humans and (other) nature, i.e. 
they are hybrid environments 
often with high biological and 
cultural diversity. Urban  
ecosystems provide residents 
vital services, and therefore  
it is wise to manage urban  
nature in a way that the rich  
biological diversity is main-
tained for more livable cities. 
Jari Niemelä is the professor 
of the Faculty of Biological and 
Environmental Sciences at the 
University of Helsinki. 

SUSANNA LEHVÄVIRTA:  
INSPIRED BY URBAN NATURE 

Susanna Lehvävirta earned her  
doctoral degree in 2005, with a thesis 
focusing on urban forest ecology and user 
effects. She is currently running three 
major research programs that focus on 
urban forests, green roofs, and assisted 
migration of plants according to climate 
change. In her talk, Lehvävirta will bring 
up some new yet unpublished ideas 
about future possibilities in designing and 
managing our urban green areas.  


